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For the second time in a vear, the

nvestigations has be an _inqui

Into the use of a Nazi war criminal by
‘Amercan int iti

ielligence authoritjes after

World War I1. .
The new investigation involves Rob-
ert Jan Verbelen, a Belgian SS officer
and police commandant who was tried
in his absence, convicted and sen-
tenced to death for war crimes by a
Belgian military court in 1947.
Accordi i

gence in Vienna under a false ident
from 184 ethe

1ajns — or whether he was successful in
fooling his_intelligence superiors 1o
nine vears — as Armv d -
Late—a Wﬂ%
-vear-old Verbelen, who

still lives in Vienna, said in a telephone
interview Frida t he had organized

INlETView Fridgay that he had or

an American network of 100 Soviet-
bloc agents in_Vienna after -the war,
But he denied having committed any of
the crimes, including killing of Jews
.and mistreatment of two ca
American pilots, for which he was con-
victed in what ke portrayed as a seven.

an Austrian court in the slaying of
seven members of the Belgian under-
ground.

Army Records Heavily Censored

The Army records, long classified
and still heavily censored, were ob-
tained through a Freedom of Informa-
tion request by the Anti-Defamation
League of B’nai B'rith. Justin J. Fin-
ger, an official of the Jewish rights
group, said, in calling for a Federal in.
vestigation, that Mr. Verbelen still
‘speaks and writes regularly on pro-
&azi issues.” Mr. Verbelen disputed

e charge.
Stephen S. Trott, an Assistant Attor-

——a

e

had also been tried in his absence for
war crimes and sentenced to death bva
Frencn couri, was extradited irom Bo-
livia t0 France last February and is

now facing a new trial in Lyons. -

An ‘examination of the Verbelen
records obtained from the Army sug-
gests that, as with the Barbie case, at
least some intelligence officials were
ignorant of their agent’s true identity.
But because of the substantial material
blacked out of the Army documents,
many aspects remain hidden. It is not
clear, for example, what the Army
meant when it stated in some of the
documents that Mr. Verbelen ‘“‘was
considered suitable for rehire.”

Described as a Nazt Officer

Army intelligence files describing
Mr. Verbelen's true identity say that he
was born April 5, 1911, in Gerent Bei
Lowen, Belgium, and that he served as
an obersturmfutirer in both the general
SS, or Nazi elite guard, and the SD, the
Nazi security service. The records say
he commanded a police battalion and 4
was forming a Flemish storm brigade
when German troops. occupied Bel-
gium. During the Allied advance he
fled to Germany and was seen in Berlin
in November 1944,

Mr. Verbelen said in the interview,
conducted in German, that as the Nazis
retreated before the Allied advance he
fled to Germany and served as chief of
police, with the *“theoretical” rank of
general, in a Flemish exile govern-
ment.

Mr. Verbelen’s indictment before a
military court in Brussels in 1947
charged him with having ordered and
taken part in killings and torture and
with having attacked a farm where two
American pilots were hiding. The
pilots, identified as Lieut. Nuncio B.
Street and Lieut. Eugene W. Dingle-
dine, were said in court papers to have
been “’subjected to physical tortures”
and sent to the Buchenwald concentra-
tion camp. They were said to have been
liberated later by the Russians in Ber-

ney General in the Justice Depart-|lin

ment’s criminal division, wrote to the
Anti-Defamation League late last
monthi that a “review” of the case was
under way. It marks the second time
that the special investigations office,
formed in 1978 to deport Nazi war
criminals living illegally in America,
has been directed to examine a case in-
volving someone outside the country.
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The court found Mr. Verbelen guilty

b

_Services™ in Bad Holgastein, Austria,
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of 67 charges and condemned him to
‘‘death by a bullet.”

Mr. Verbelen said in the interview
that be was just an anti-Resistance offi-
cer who was among thousands of Flem-
ish officers unjustly condemned to
death in mass postwar trials. He called
the allegations involving the fliers “a
shameiess lie” and said he had never
seen an American pilot during the en-
tire war.

In 1845, according to Army records,
Mr. Verbelen was hired as a bartender
in a United States officers’ club in Zell
am See, Austria. Whether he arrived
under his own name is unclear. He said
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in the interview that he had -escaped
from Germany with false papers but
~at he had told the Americans in Aus-
tria his true name. . :
That same vear wi
with what the Arm rds
‘without_elaboration, *

-

. e n z
.me,ﬁ.t’{‘xé.blaj’kai I_out_but_if_appears
from Mr. Verbelen's own statements

1is™ IS "when_he took_on_OthH
American intelligence duties.

At about this time, too, the papers in-
dicated, he acquired a large pumber of
aliases, including Alfred H. Schwab,
Alfred Heinrich Gustave Schwab, Her-
bert Schwab, Peter Mayer, Berbert
Charpentier, Josef Pollack, Alfred
Kiuger and Herbert Lehmann.
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